QUESTION:

How would you rate the cooperation you have received?

ANSWER;

Cooperation received by DEA from the various branches of the mili-
tary has been excellent.

QUESTION:

You state in your Justification that "foreign supply reduction efforts
via eradication have not kept pace with U.S. programs and consequently
U.S. cocaine availability continues to escalate." What actions to you
recommend the U.S. take to improve the situation?

ANSWER:

Although a number of source countries have initiated eradication
programs, these programs have been, to date, conducted on a limited

basis.   There are any number of reasons for this.   The coca cultiva-
tion areas are often In Isolated locations and are generally well
protected.   Manual and/or chemical eradication therefore becomes an
expensive process.   Economics plays an ever constant role with the
source countries claiming they cannot afford the costs of manual
eradication.    Chemical eradication has not been a viable alternative
until recently because there was no tested safe and effective
herbicide.

The U.S. Government can assist source countries in the development of
eradication programs by supplying necessary equipment, Including
aircraft and helicopters to transport law enforcement personnel and
for use in chemical eradication, by supplying technical expertise
both in the use of equipment and in the development of viable
intelligence and law enforcement capabilities, by supplying tactical
intelligence, by advocating and assisting source countries in imple-
menting crop substitution programs and by maintaining diplomatic
pressure to assure a proper level of commitment and accomplishment in
eradication programs.

QUESTION!

What U.S. governmental agencies are Involved in this effort?

ANSWER;

Along with EGA, the U.S. State Department is the primary U.S.
Government agency directly involved with eradication. The State
Department utilizes assets of other departments including the
Department of Agriculture.

QUESTION!

Afghanistan is one of the world's major opium producers. Do you have
any evidence that the Soviet occupation forces are participating in
the drug trade?

ANSWER;

DEA is not currently in possession of Intelligence that indicates
the Soviet occupation forces are trafficking in drugs.   However,
there is intelligence that Soviet occupation forces are using
drugs I

State and Local Task Forces

QUESTION;

Your Justification calls the Federal, state and local task force
program an essential element of the national drug strategy. Several
cities have approached the Committee to indicate their desire to
establish additional task forces. Each city has expressed its
willingness to put up its share of the needed resources. Why aren't
you expanding this program?ur Justification discusses participation of the military in drug
